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"Creating Innovators: The Making of Young People Who Will 

Change the World" by Tony Wagner is a book that explores the 

question of how to nurture and cultivate innovation in young 

people. Wagner draws on interviews with innovators, educators, 

and business leaders to uncover the skills, qualities, and 

experiences that contribute to the development of innovators. 

Here's a summary and key takeaways: 

 The Importance of Innovation: Wagner emphasizes the 

importance of fostering innovation in today's rapidly changing 

world. He argues that the ability to innovate is essential for 

success in the 21st-century economy and that traditional education 

systems often fail to nurture this skill. 

 Key Qualities of Innovators: Through interviews with 

innovators across various fields, Wagner identifies common qualities 

that characterize successful innovators. These qualities include 

curiosity, creativity, resilience, collaboration, and a willingness to 

take risks. 

 Educational Approaches: The book explores innovative 

educational approaches and programs that aim to foster these 

qualities in young people. Wagner advocates for a shift away from 

traditional rote learning and standardized testing toward more 

experiential, project-based learning that encourages critical 

thinking, problem-solving, and creativity. 
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 The Role of Parents and Mentors: Wagner discusses the 

important role that parents and mentors play in nurturing young 

innovators. He highlights the value of supportive environments that 

encourage exploration, experimentation, and failure as learning 

opportunities. 

 Lifelong Learning: The book emphasizes the importance 

of lifelong learning and adaptability in today's rapidly changing 

world. Wagner argues that the most successful innovators are 

those who continue to learn and grow throughout their lives, 

constantly seeking out new challenges and opportunities for growth. 

Overall, "Creating Innovators" offers insights into the 

qualities and experiences that contribute to the development of 

young innovators and provides recommendations for educators, 

parents, and policymakers seeking to foster a culture of 

innovation in schools and communities. 


